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FAR AND AWAY

E X T R AVAG A N T  J O U R N E YS
dREAMSCAPE’s Chief  Travel Designer, Fitri 
Tresnawida, shares with us some extraordinary 
travel destinations for this year

BY YESSAR ROSENDAR

For anyone looking to travel to places that are out of the 
ordinary, we compiled the top three hottest destinations 
recommended for 2017 by Fitri Tresnawida, Managing 

Director and Chief Travel Designer of dREAMSCAPE, an Indo-
nesia and Singapore travel specialist with 10 years experience 
of hands on and on the ground research as an Asia-based luxury 
travel operator, designed to understand the tastes and habits of 
Asian luxury travellers. 

NORTHERN LIGHTS IN 
ICELAND

If you are seeking the most ex-
traordinary and exotic travel 
destinations, Iceland is the 
place to go. Known as the land 
of fire and ice, Iceland is home 
to some of the largest glaciers in 
Europe, and some of the most 
active volcanoes in the world. 
It also has unique long sum-
mer days with near 24 hours of 
sunlight, offset by short winter 
days. One of the most popular 
activities is to hunt the Northern 
Lights, also known as the Au-
rora Borealis, a series of multi-
coloured lights that appear 
across the night sky near the 
Arctic Circle. “It is a spectacular 
and one of a kind experience,” 
Fitri says. 

To see the lights you have 
to go outdoors, so it will be also 
an experience to enjoy the view 
over a campfire savouring hot 
drinks with your partner or fam-
ily. For a typical trip to Iceland 

one has to expect to spend at 
least $5,000 per person, exclud-
ing food and beverages and air-
fares, while for a proper experi-
ence you have to spend at least 
one week for the trip. The best 
time to go will be from January 
to March. However, with the 
cold climate, the trip is not for 
everyone. “It is for adventurous 
people,” Fitri says. 

Another challenge is that the 
Northern Lights do not appear 
every night, so you may have 
to wait a couple of days to see 
them. “The hard part is having 
the patience,” Fitri says, add-
ing that it’s recommended you 
wait up to three days in one spot 

before moving to another if the 
lights are not found. The North-
ern Lights also can be found in 
Sweden, Norway, Finland, and 
Canada, but Iceland is preferred 
because it has more choices and 
diverse activities such as driving, 
dog sledging, diving, or a sooth-
ing warm outdoor swim at the fa-
mous Blue Lagoon. According to 
Fitri, one of the best things about 
travelling is to experience the 
local ways of life. “When travel-
ing with dREAMSCAPE, we help 
arrange for our clients to have 
that experience with the locals. 
In Iceland, we recommend river 
fishing, cooking or as simple as 
dining together with local hosts,” 
Fitri says.

SAILING IN CROATIA
If you do not fancy cold cli-
mates, but still want to experi-
ence something different, sail-
ing in Croatia is a must. There 
are not many tourists compared 
to Italy and other Mediterranean 
countries, but Croatia has a long 

Adriatic Sea coastline. Encom-
passing more than a thousand 
islands, the best way to enjoy 
Croatia is by boat. One its best 
known attractions are the blue 
and green caves, featuring a 
glowing blue light that appears 
at only certain times of the day, 
while the green cave is a big sea 
cave with a hole in the top where 
light shines through, spread-
ing sparkling green light. For a 
proper experience island hop-
ping, you have to spend at least 
seven days, while nine days is 
recommended. Expect to spend 
at least $12,000 per person for 
a trip combining both land and 
private sailing experiences.

EXPLORE CUBA

For travellers who want to be 
pioneers, Cuba is a brand new 
destination as it is just starting to 
open up for tourists. “If you want 
to be the first, then it’s the right 
time to visit Cuba,” Fitri said. 

However, you have to main-
tain your expectations, as there 
are no luxury establishments and 
no five-star hotels in the country 
yet. The first luxury hotel will be 
from Kempinski, which just an-
nounced that it would open its 
first hotel in Cuba in the second 
quarter of this year. The Gran 
Hotel Manzana Kempinski La 
Habana will feature 246 rooms 

CLOCK WISE FROM TOP LEFT: CROATIA - SPLIT POSTCARD COAST AND PORT VIEW FROM BELFRY; 
ADRIATIC TOWN OF ROGOZNICA SAILING HARBOR, DALMATIA, CROATIA;  FLASH OF AURORA 
POLARIS ABOVE SKOGAFOSS WATERFALL, ICELAND; OLD VINTAGE CAR IN CUBA.

For a typical trip to Iceland, 
one has to expect to spend at 
least $5,000 per person

and suites and is located 
within the historic Manzana de 
Gómez building in the heart 
of Old Havana—a UNESCO 
World Heritage site. For one 
who wants to go now, the ex-
perience will be more on the 
local side; meeting and party-
ing with the local people and 
dining with a local family.  Ex-
pect to spend at least $4,000 
per person for the trip and a 
minimum stay of four nights. 
Now that public flights have 
recently opened from Miami, 
daily flights are available, or if 
you want to travel at your own 
convenience, a private jet can 
be easily arranged. CO
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